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propounded, a maze of interacting ideas which may
be divided for clearness' sake, into the following
heads. Firstly, the very wide and varied group of
ideas about souls, whether in man or in the lesser
powers of Nature and also in animals, and even in
trees and plants. These may be summed up under
the convenient modern term of Animism, and include
all the conceptions preserved in the books of
astrology, magic, and folk-lore, the ideas of a future
life and of the transmigration of souls, the beliefs as
to all sorts of minor demons, and fairies, and spirits,
and ghosts, and gods.

Secondly, we have the later and more advanced
ideas about the souls or spirits supposed to animate
the greater forces and phenomena of Nature. These
may be summed up under the convenient modern
term of Polytheism,, and include all the conceptions
as to the great gods preserved in the Vedas, and
elaborated and explained in the Brahmanas.

Thirdly, we have the still later and still more ad-
vanced idea of a unity lying behind the whole of
these phenomena both of the first and of the second
class, the hypothesis of a One First Cause on which
the whole universe in its varied forms depends, in
which it lives and moves, in which it has its whole
and only being. This may be summed up in the con-
venient modern term of Pantheism. It is preserved